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Travis and Tracy Coleman are 33-year-old 
brothers who have only spent a year and half of 
their lives apart. 
The fraternal twins are originally from Hen-
derson County and attended WKU together. Now, 
they work at the Central Heat Plant, and each of 
them teaches an agriculture class. 
They also live together, and the only time 
they’ve spent apart was when Travis took a con-
struction job in Las Vegas.  
Even though they aren’t identical, Travis said 
people often confuse him for Tracy and vice versa.
“Being a twin and looking so much alike, you 
learn to answer to either name,” Travis said.
Nashville graduate student Chelsea Williams 
said she has known the twins for two years. She 
was introduced to Travis and Tracy through a pro-
fessor.
She met Tracy again on a school trip to South 
Dakota.
“Their mannerisms are exactly the same,” Wil-
liams said. “They act just alike.”
Tracy has been at the central steam plant since 
2006, and Travis has been there since 2007.
By LAUREN ARNOLD
diversions@chherald.com
SEE TWINS, PAGE 3
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Tracy (right) and Travis Coleman, both 33, of Henderson, are fraternal twins who 
work at WKU’s Central Heat Plant and teach agriculture classes at WKU.  “We 
pretty much just hang out all the time,” Tracy Coleman said. Both unmarried, they 
live and work on their farm together.  The brothers take separate nights off  work 
since they see each other often.  “You can only be together so much,” Tracy Cole-
man said. “We have to separate and do our own things.”  
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
The WKU steam plant provides heating power for campus. 
WKU became a fair trade univer-
sity this weekend at the annual United 
Students for Fair Trade Convergence, 
which brought more than 100 students 
from 40 colleges and high schools all 
over the country to campus.
The goal of the conference was to 
provide students with the tools to bring 
fair trade to schools across the nation, 
according to the program. Participants 
went to workshops, lectures and a mar-
ket with fair trade products, which 
means workers were paid a fair price to 
make the items.
Natalia Choi, a high school senior 
from Troy, N.Y., said she enjoyed the 
convergence because she was able to 




ing to see so 
many other 
s t u d e n t s 
d e d i c a t e d 
to this and 
bringing fair 
trade to their 
schools,” she 
said. “I really 
got the feel-
ing that it’s a 
movement to 
bring social 
justice to the 
forefront.”  
P r e s i d e n t 
Gary Rans-
dell signed 
a fair trade 
resolution on Saturday, which commits 
the university to bring fair trade food 
to campus events, offices and catered 
meetings as well as sell fair trade prod-
ucts in the WKU Store, according to the 
resolution. 
There are only three other colleges 
designated as being fair trade: the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, Siena 
College and the University of Califor-
nia-San Diego, according to usft.org
The signing of the resolution marks 
the end of almost a year’s worth of cam-
paigning and organizing led by WKU’s 
chapter of Americans for Informed 
Democracy and Fair Trade WKU, said 
Morganfield senior Charlie Harris, co-










1) University of 
Wisconsin, Oshkosh
2) University of 
Califorina, San Diego
3) Siena College
4) Western Kentucky 
University
 Source: www.usft.org
SEE CONFERENCE, PAGE 2
Although budget cuts for 
the 2011-2012 fi scal year 
call for eliminated faculty 
and staff positions, President 
Gary Ransdell said Monday 
that those spots are currently 
vacant.
“Our fi rst priority has 
been to protect core aca-
demic programs and uni-
versity operations and lay as 
few people off as possible,” 
Ransdell said. “We wanted 
to avoid things that affect the 
personal lives of as many of 
our employees as possible.”
 The largest chunk of 
the cuts will be from the 
division of Academic Af-
fairs, which totals almost 
$1.5 million. More than 
$1.2 million of that comes 
from personnel reductions, 
according to a document 
Ransdell attached to the 
letter.
Eliminated positions in 
Academic Affairs include 
seven full-time faculty, fi ve 
full-time staff and three 
part-time transitional retiree 
faculty positions, according 
to the document. 
WKU details $2.3 million in budget cuts
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com
Cuts eliminating vacant positions
SEE BUDGET, PAGE 5
Twins work together at WKU Central Heat Plant
The $2.3 million in budget cuts for 
fi scal year 2011-2012 that President 
Gary Ransdell announced on Friday 
will come at a price for students.
Ransdell outlined how the cuts 
would be broken down across depart-
ments in an email to faculty and staff 
at the end of last week, adding that 
students would be faced with higher 
tuition next year.
The Board of Regents raised tu-
ition 5 percent for in-state students 
and 5.9 percent for out-of-state stu-
dents in June 2010.
Ransdell said universities across 
the state have seen between a 5 and 
10 percent tuition increase each year 
over the last few years.
He said WKU is expected to raise 
tuition by about 5 percent for this fall.
“It may be a percent higher or a 
percent lower, but it won’t deviate 
from that very much,” Ransdell said. 
“I think that will be consistent across 
institutes of higher education in Ken-
tucky.”
Ransdell said every division on 
campus would share the “diffi cult re-
ductions.”
“Our immediate challenge is how 
to most prudently reduce spending by 
$2.3 million while sustaining as little 
negative impact as possible on our fac-
ulty, staff, and students,” Ransdell said. 
“… How divisions choose to make the 
required cuts is entirely up to those 
who lead their respective decisions.”
The cuts most signifi cantly impact 
Academic Affairs.
That division will see a $1.4 mil-
lion reduction and lose 12 full-time 
faculty and staff positions.
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com
SEE TUITION, PAGE 5
Ransdell says 5 percent tuition hike likely on the way




View Ransdell's letter to faculty, staff  and 
WKU's breakdown of the cuts by divisions 
visit the story at wkuherald.com




The fi nal presentation in the Cultural 
Enhancement Series, which was sched-
uled to be tonight, has been postponed 
to April 19 at 7:30 p.m. in Van Meter 
Hall.
Chuck Klosterman, an acclaimed 
author and pop culture critic, was set to 
give a lecture tonight as part of the se-
ries, but called this weekend to cancel 
after he had a death in his family.
Klosterman will discuss pop culture 
topics such as how it becomes associ-
ated with memories, how it shapes the 
identity of both people and society and 
the implications that has for how people 
perceive and interact with the world.
— Kevin Allen
wkuherald.com/
The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit  wkuherald.com/calendar
Interfraternity Council hosts “Walk a Mile in 
Her Shoes,” 11 a.m., Northwest Hall
A men’s march to raise awareness and money for 
Hope Harbor, a sexual trauma recovery center.
Listening Tour with Provost Gordon Emslie and 
Gordon Baylis, vice president for research, 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., DUC 224
Campus-wide forum to discuss academic 
structure.
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus, 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m., Diddle Arena
Chorale Concert, 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., Van Meter 
Hall
Student Government Association senate 
meeting, 5 p.m., Downing University Center 305
Softball vs. Belmont, 5 p.m., softball field
Baseball vs. Austin Peay, 6 p.m., Nick Denes 
Field 
Visiting Scholar Lecture by Dr. Richard J. 
Harknett: “21st Century International Security,” 7 
p.m., Gary Ransdell Hall auditorium 
“EndGame,” 8 p.m. to 10 p.m., Gordon Wilson Hall
A student-directed play that explores the idea 
that beginnings and endings form a never-ending 
circle.
tuesday thursday
Noon Tunes, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., DUC lobby
Chess Club, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., Faculty House
friday
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus, 11 
a.m., 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., Diddle Arena
Kappa Delta hosts Shamrock Shootout 
basketball tournament, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Preston 
Center
A fi ve-on-fi ve tournament to raise money for the 
Family Enrichment Center in Bowling Green and 
Prevent Child Abuse America. 




Kappa Delta hosts Shamrock Shootout 
basketball tournament, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Preston 
Center
Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus, 1 
p.m. and 5 p.m., Diddle Arena
Vocal Recital by Wayne Pope: “The Lies We Tell,” 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m., fine arts center 189
calendar
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
“Being able to host this convergence 
was the launch pad for what we hope 
to see across the country,” Harris said.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian 
Ryan-Downing said now that WKU is 
a fair trade university, it opens the door 
for students to become aware of mak-
ing conscious decisions.
“Having a fair trade option when-
ever possible is a way to educate,” she 
said. “When people can see that they 
can choose between a regular coffee 
and a fair trade coffee, that is helping 
them be socially responsible.”
Ryan-Downing said this also helps 
students see that WKU is committed to 
making an environmental impact.
“We want our students to see that 
their school is open in a social and en-
vironmentally responsible way,” she 
said. “And this is a way to illustrate 
that.”
Matt Vaughan, a senior from Mexi-
co, Mo., and co-founder of WKU AID, 
said the group’s next goal is to educate 
students.
“We have the dedication and the 
resolution, now we need the students to 
understand what fair trade is,” he said.
Harris echoed those thoughts.
“Everything that we’ve done to raise 
awareness about the convergence is 
what we’re going to try to do after it,” 
Harris said. “Just because we signed 
the resolution, as meaningful as it is, it 
doesn’t mean we are going to decrease 





Tagua jewelry was just one of several diff erent fair trade goods, foods and services students 
could purchase and inquire about at the WKU Fair Trade Market at Gary Ransdell Hall. 
CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Justin Carwile, Keen Hall, reported on 
Thursday that his ring and money were 
stolen in the Preston Center. The value of 
the theft was $105.
■ Michelle Bosler, Pearce-Ford Tower, 
reported a theft from her dorm room 
on Saturday. The value of the theft was 
$100.
visit us at wkuherald.com
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Within Walking Distance of Campus
2010 –2011 C U LT U R A L  E N H A N C E M E N T  S E R I E S  P R E S E N T S
KLOSTERMAN




VAN METER HALL 
BOOK SIGNING TO FOLLOW
Klosterman shows us how pop 
culture becomes inextricably linked 
with our memories, how it shapes 
our identity, helps us understand 
the world, and what this says about 
us, as individuals and as a society.
STUDENTS: This event will be swiped into your Student Engagement Activity Transcript or S.E.A.T.
All events are free and open to students, faculty, staff, 
and the general public. For more information, call 
270-745-5204 or email cultural.enhancement@wku.edu . 
CHUCK
NOTE:  THIS IS A DATE CHANGE
They said they started working there for 
the tuition benefi ts. They got to take classes 
for free as WKU employees.
“It helped me in my graduate work 
because university employees get their 
tuition paid for,” Travis said. “It allowed me 
to come back to school.”
Travis has taught a fruit and vegetable 
production class at WKU for two years.
This is Tracy’s fi rst year teaching at 
WKU, though. He teaches a class on food 
production.
Travis and Tracy also own and work on 
their own farm.
Travis and Tracy are involved in local 
farmers’ markets and plan to help open one 
soon.
“Most of the things we do, we do 
together,” Tracy said. “We aren’t married, 
and we don’t have kids. We pretty much 
hang out all the time.”
They didn’t always get along so well, 
though, Travis said.
“I have a black eye in almost all of my 
baby pictures,” he said.
Travis said that Tracy, who is slightly 
older, gave him several black eyes when 
they were younger. 
Travis and Tracy said they also have 
some differences.
“People will tell you that our personalities 
are different,” Travis said.
He said he is more laid-back and 
outgoing, and Tracy is more serious and 
introverted.
“He does all the talking,” Tracy said. “I 
just stay in the background.”
Williams agreed that the twins’ 
personalities are different.
“Travis is a lot more of a people person, 
and Tracy is very goal-oriented,” she said.
The brothers said to keep from getting 
on each other’s nerves, they take time apart 
from each other.
They take off work on different nights 
so they can have their own personal time, 
Tracy said.
Travis and Tracy also take a ten-day 
vacation on their own every year.
“You can only be together so much,” he 
said.
Tracy said someone has to be on their 
farm, so when he’s gone, his brother has to 
stay and vice versa. 
“Last year I went to Las Vegas for 10 
days, and when I came back, he went to 
Nebraska,” he said.
Travis said there is a fi ne line he and his 
brother have to walk with the amount of 
time they spend together.
“We have to separate and do our own 
things,” he said. 
TWINS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
The $40,000 Student Government As-
sociation organizational aid budget is nearly 
gone.
The last org aid bill of the semester is up 
for approval at tonight’s meeting, and if ap-
proved, SGA will see its last $3,000 go to a 
total of six organizations.
“We’ve worked hard all year, and I think 
our money went to some real good orga-
nizations,” Administrative Vice President 
Wade Pierce said.
Organizations had the opportunity to ap-
ply for org aid throughout the school year. 
They can be awarded as much as $500.
Last year’s budget for org aid was 
$30,000, but due to a high number of ap-
plicants, Pierce decided to raise this year’s 
budget $10,000.
“Last year we took money out of other 
budgets to give out more org aid money,” he 
said. “We thought it would be a good idea to 
raise the budget this year, but it still ran out.”
SGA President Colton Jessie said the or-
ganizational aid committee’s ability to get 
rid of its money this fast is a good thing.
“It seems to get more and more popular 
every year,” Jessie said. “I am very proud of 
everyone involved on the committee.”
Devon Hilderbrandt, org aid co-chair, 
said word of mouth is a great way to get the 
word out about org aid.
“Org aid has been a great thing for a lot 
of people, and I’m confi dent we’re going to 
have even more people fi le applications this 
upcoming year,” Hilderbrandt said.
Pierce will graduate in May and looks 
to pass on the reigns as chairman of org aid 
to Hillderbrandt, who is running unopposed 
for administrative vice president in next 
week’s elections. 
“He is very much capable,” Pierce said 
of Hilderbrandt. “He has ran a few meetings 
for me and defi nitely knows what he is do-
ing.”
Hilderbrandt said he learned a lot being 
Pierce’s co-chair and is confi dent he can fi ll 
his shoes.
“Me observing Wade and watching how 
he dealt with the organizations and how he 
ran things was a great learning experience 
for me,” he said. “I’m very ready to take on 
the position of AVP and hope to do just as 
well as Wade has done in the past.”
SGA could give last of 
org aid money tonight
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com
Corey Alderdice, now the assistant 
director for admissions and public rela-
tions at Gatton Academy, met English 
professor Patricia “Pat” Taylor when he 
was an undergraduate student at WKU.
Alderdice took as many of Taylor’s 
classes as he could and decided to study 
abroad with Taylor in Cambridge, Eng-
land, during the fall of 2002. 
“In many ways I almost majored in 
Pat Taylor,” he said.
When Alderdice learned that Taylor 
had died from a heart attack on Satur-
day, he was compelled to write a post 
about his former professor on his blog.
Alderdice said he took 27 hours 
worth of classes with Taylor, which in-
cluded all of her available classes ex-
cept for one.
“I benefited tremendously from her 
wealth of knowledge of literature and 
drama,” he said. “In many ways her 
lecturing was a play unto itself, and she 
used that stage to the fullest.”
Alderdice said his favorite memo-
ries with Taylor came from his study 
abroad trip — in particular a wedding 
that his group attended in Europe along 
with Taylor’s husband, Craig Taylor, a 
sociology professor at WKU.
“She and her husband, Craig, were 
dancing, with her trademark red hair 
and jewelry and his tuxedo,” he said. “I 
remember thinking, ‘This is them.’ They 
were the focus on the dance fl oor.”
Catherine Altmaier, a Ph.D. candi-
date at Florida State, is another former 
student of Taylor’s. Altmaier remem-
bers Taylor as a caring yet professional 
professor.
Altmaier also studied abroad with 
Taylor and took every class she could 
with her once she returned to WKU.
Altmaier said Taylor had a fiery per-
sonality and always dressed differently 
than one would expect a professor to 
dress.
“She was loud and funny — a won-
derful combo,” she said.
Taylor expected a lot from her stu-
dents but also knew the students on a 
personal level, Altmaier said.
“The line between eccentricities 
and educational excellence is Pat,” she 
said.
Altmaier said she will always re-
member Taylor for her compassion.
During Altmaier’s sophomore year, her 
father unexpectedly died, and she emailed 
every professor to tell them the situation.
“They all expressed sympathy, of 
course,” she said. “But Pat had my per-
sonal info and called me. She expressed 
great remorse and was thoroughly and 
honestly concerned.”
English professor Mary Ellen Miller 
said everything about Taylor stood out.
“She was a fabulous person in every 
category,” she said.
Miller said Taylor taught at WKU 
for more than 40 years after receiving 
her doctorate from Southern Illinois 
University.
Taylor was also an actress and was 
recently in the campus production of 
“Death of a Salesman,” Miller said.
“She played so many roles,” she 
said. “She was a superb actress — very 
outgoing and vivacious.”
Miller said she had planned to visit 
Taylor at the hospital Saturday and had 
talked to her on the phone on Friday.
“She sounded wonderful,” she 
said. “She had no idea something was 
wrong.”
Miller said she called Taylor’s hus-
band on Saturday and learned that she 
had died early that morning.
Taylor’s visitation and memorial 
service will be at Hardy and Son Fu-
neral Home from 1-4 p.m. Sunday — 
the same day as what would have been 
Taylor’s 74th birthday, English Depart-
ment Head Karen Schneider said.
Schneider has already chosen pro-
fessors to finish teaching Taylor’s 
classes.
Long-time professor 





to face off  in 
Wednesday debate
All five candidates 
running for Student Gov-
ernment Association ex-
ecutive offices will par-
ticipate in a public debate 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
tomorrow in Downing 
University Center outside 
the food court.
The candidates will 
answer questions by mod-
erators from the Herald 
and will take additional 
questions from students 
in attendance.
President Colton Jes-
sie said the debate is al-
ways a good thing to have 
for students to get a better 
feel for the candidates.
“The people who are 
running know each other 
really well,” Jessie said. 
“They know each others’ 
strengths and weakness-
es, so it should be inter-
esting.”
He said the candidates 
won’t know what ques-
tions will be asked, but 
he expects questions will 
revolve around the DUC 
renovations as well as tu-
ition increases.
“We will be discussing 
issues everybody in stu-
dent government thinks 
about and what students 
want to know,” he said.
— Mike Stunson
I benefi ted tremen-
dously from her wealth 
of knowledge of lit-
erature and drama. In 
many ways her lectur-
ing was a play unto it-
self, and she used that 
stage to the fullest."
—COREY ALDERDICE
Assistant director for admissions and 
public relations at Gatton Academy
wkuherald.com







Address 1906 College 
Heights Blvd. #11084, 






































*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
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Something on your mind? 








"I’m glad that spring is fi nally 
here. It's good to see all the trees 
in bloom around campus."
Bryan: I'm committed to enhancing the Hill
The Student Government Association 
election is March 29-30 on TopNet. WKU 
students will be able to vote for candi-
dates competing for the offi ces of Senator, 
Administrative Vice President, Executive 
Vice President and President.
I am running for Executive Vice Presi-
dent because I want to continue working on 
topics concerning hard-working students.
As an elected offi cer, I have worked on 
a number of projects and concerns includ-
ing free Blue Books and Scantrons, off-
campus housing, residence hall handbook 
reform, Scholar Development Grants, 
Study Abroad scholarships, Study Away 
scholarships and syllabus transparency.
I have also worked to expand existing 
programs like Dine with Decision Mak-
ers, the Hall of Distinguished Seniors and 
Organizational Aid. In addition, I have 
helped change 
the parking no-
tifi cation policy 
to remind De-
cember graduates 
that they can turn 
in their parking 
passes for money.








Imagine being able to obtain three 
hours of credit for $80. CLEP exams are 
offered on campus for $100, and the SGA 
is working on an exam reimbursement 
program aimed at alleviating the cost of 
pursuing your college goals.
The SGA is also working to place 
iPads and additional test prep books in the 
Educational Resources Center and Apple 
TV units in the Technology Resource 
Center. Moreover, the SGA wants to have 
transcript discount days at Potter Hall.
In addition, I recognize that outreach is 
a growth area for the organization, which 
is why I will push for SGA to create new 
partnerships with the American Market-
ing Association, ImageWest and Students 
in Free Enterprise. I will also encourage 
branch members to have a presence at 
Academic Transition Program events and 
international student orientations.
Furthermore, it is my hope that SGA 
can help in raising voter awareness dur-
ing the 2011 and 2012 state elections by 
promoting a voter turnout campaign and 
pushing for WKU to host candidate de-
bates on campus. Imagine being able to 
attend a governor’s debate in Downing 
University Center or Van Meter Hall.
I will also pursue working with the 
Athletics department to donate game tick-
ets to mentoring programs like Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters, Junior Achievement and 
Upward Bound. Athletics and SGA can 
work together to promote student orga-
nization spirit competitions and meet and 
greet sessions with student athletes.
The SGA election is March 29-30 on 
TopNet. Vote for a candidate that under-
stands every issue needs a champion.
This commentary doesn't necessarily rep-






& SGA executive 
vice president
Playing fair
THE ISSUE: The Student Govern-
ment Association extended its application 
deadline to March 15 without much notice.
OUR STANCE: SGA should have put 
more effort into publicizing the extension 
to give the student body a fair chance. 
The SGA application for spring elec-
tions opened February 28 and was initially 
set to close March 4.
Though the original application oppor-
tunity was publicized on the SGA website 
and Facebook page, the Herald thinks SGA 
could have used more aggressive means of 
getting the word out, especially consider-
ing that most students’ minds were prob-
ably fi xed on spring break.
SGA Chief Justice Dajana Crockett said 
they were disappointed that there seemed 
to be less interest in submitting applica-
tions among students. She also said they 
discussed extending the deadline before 
the break, though it wasn’t announced until 
Monday, March 14, giving anyone interest-
ed only until 5 p.m. the next day to fi nish 
their application. 
 The hasty decision could have caused 
some interested students to go unaware. 
Facebook and the SGA home page are 
certainly good starting options for sharing 
SGA news and updates, but with only 588 
Facebook fans on the page, we can accu-
rately say it was not the most effective in 
reaching more of the student body.
Furthermore, Crockett said emails were 
sent about the extension but would not 
clarify if they were only sent to SGA mem-
bers rather than all WKU students.
Though the positions for president, ex-
ecutive vice president and administrative 
vice president require a one-year involve-
ment as an elected or appointed SGA of-
fi cer (or an exemption by the judicial com-
mittee), the senator positions were open 
to all full-time students meeting the GPA 
requirement. 
Therefore, with such short notice, many 
students might have missed out. 
Crockett said SGA as a whole was 
pleased to receive another presidential ap-
plication so that there would be some com-
petition, and to receive a total of 37 senate 
applications, as 36 was the number of open 
seats.
While it’s understandable to want to in-
crease participation, some situations call 
for fairness and neutrality. SGA should not 
have chiefl y targeted their members for the 
sake of avoiding non-contention. 
And since the extension has proven that 
the deadline can be set after spring break, 
perhaps SGA should consider moving it for 
future elections. And they should defi nitely 
make the extension longer than one day.
SGA is meant to serve the student body 
and give it a voice. But that cannot be 
achieved without full participation of the 
student body. That may be hard to garner 
on a seemingly apathetic campus, but that 
doesn’t mean SGA should cheat anyone 
out of a fair shot.   
This editorial represents the majority opin-
ion of the Herald s̓ 10-member editorial 
board.
More notice needed for SGA election deadline extension
“At fi rst I wasn't too fond of 
the cartoonist, but lately the 
strips have been funnier. He's 







Bossier City, La., 
senior
"Everything is good except 
that weird smoke out there. 
I’m a social work major so I 
have to walk through it every 
day on the way to the Aca-
demic Complex."
College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University • Page 403.22.11
WKUHERALD.COM
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As the weather warms up, so does the 
opportunity to ride motorcycles.
WKU’s Division of Extended Learn-
ing Outreach is making sure those rides 
are safe.
DELO provides the community with 
16 non-credit courses revolved around 
motorcycles. Participants don’t have to 
be WKU students but must be 16 to en-
roll and have parental consent if they’re 
under 18.
“Safety is the main focus,” said Sha-
ron Woodward, director of Continuing 
Education.
Two different courses — basic rider 
and experienced rider — are offered. The 
basic course costs $125, and the experi-
enced course is $65, according to a WKU 
press release.
The basic rider course starts in a class-
room, where the students learn about 
safety techniques and the different parts 
of a motorcycle. 
Later, the students work with actual 
bikes that are provided for them. They 
practice sitting on the bike, work with 
different parts of the bike and fi nally 
complete an obstacle course.
This course takes a weekend to com-
plete, and a motorcycle license is not re-
quired.
Woodward said many 16- and 
17-year-olds take the class, but the ma-
jority of the people who take this course 
are adults. Each class consists of just 10 
students because of the size of the range. 
“We do not go over 10 because we 
want to make sure everyone has space to 
ride safely,” Woodward said. 
The experienced rider course lasts one 
day, and it requires people to have their 
own bike and a motorcycle license. 
WKU students also get a 10 percent 
discount. Woodward said the course in-
structors are chosen from a list of people 
qualifi ed to teach the class. 
“At this time, we don’t have any in-
structors who are actually employees of 
the university,” Woodward said. 
This course is made possible because of 
DELO’s partnership with the Traffi c Safety 
Institute of Eastern Kentucky and the state 
departments of Transportation and Justice. 
It is one of about 15 sites in the state. 
Karen Dinwiddie, program assistant 
for DELO, said WKU gets the word out 
about the course in a few different ways. 
“We have advertising in some lo-
cal publications and give brochures and 
cards to DMVs,” Dinwiddie said. 
Other DELO programs
Another program offered by DELO is 
the faith in nursing course. 
“Faith community nursing is for peo-
ple who are already an RN, and it is a 
holistic approach to the nursing profes-
sion,” Woodward said. 
Woodward said this branch of nurs-
ing focuses on a patient’s emotions and 
spiritual life. 
It prepares nurses to help religious pa-
tients focus on their faith. 
“Recognizing a person’s faith is im-
portant. It’s part of the healing,” said 
Woodward. 
Other courses offered include a boil-
er maintenance course, a grant writing 
course and a fl y fi shing course.
Woodward said there is a fl y-fi shing 
trip to Montana coming up. This trip will 
include guides to help the participants 
fi nd the right places to fi sh. 
“We think it’s great for dads and 
sons,”she said. “It’s a great family activ-
ity too.”
DELO also has an active strings pro-
gram. Because of this, orchestra classes 
are provided in schools as well as private 
lessons, Woodward said. The kids also 
have the opportunity to perform with 
professional symphonies.
DELO provides various 
motorcycle safety courses 
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com Motorcycle safety courses
■ Basic rider courses meet 6-9 p.m. 
Friday and 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.
■ Upcoming dates: April 8-10, April 
29-May 1, May 13-15.  Course fee is 
$125
■ Experienced rider courses meet 
Saturdays from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
■ Upcoming dates: June 4 and Oct. 
15. Course fee is $65
 Source: WKU press release
All of those positions are currently 
vacant, Ransdell said.
Campus Services and Facilities will 
also lose five positions.
Heading into the latest round of 
cuts, there were 747 full-time faculty 
members at WKU, said Gordon 
Emslie, provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs.
“We simply don’t have the resources 
to put as many faculty in the classroom 
as we otherwise would be able to,” 
Emslie said.
Emslie said the eliminated positions 
are recommended by deans to him 
before being approved. He said he 
tried to protect some divisions, such as 
Enrollment Management.
“Different colleges have handled 
this in different ways,” he said. “Some 
units ended up with a smaller cut than 
others.”
WKU officials across the board, 
from Ransdell to the division of 
Finance and Administration, have said 
the cuts could have been worse.
“Other states are having much more 
draconian measures taken,” Emslie 
said.
Patti Minter, associate history 
professor and faculty regent, said the 
cuts will still have a large impact.
“You can’t maintain the same 
quality of academics with fewer 
faculty members,” she said. “Cutting 
any faculty lines is a cut that will be 
difficult to heal.”
Minter said during the course of 
Gary Ransdell’s presidency, state 
legislators have urged WKU to grow 
without giving the university adequate 
funding to do so.
She said she saw faculty positions 
cut during her first month as a faculty 
regent in December 2007.
“Ever since then, we have been faced 
with cut after cut while the growth has 
remained constant,” Minter said. 
With more vacant faculty positions, 
the university would have to hire part-
time or adjunct members, who are hired 
to teach one course for a semester, she 
said.
Minter said this could result in less 
stability for academics.
“We need every tuition dollar we 
can get, and now we’re cutting jobs,” 
she said. “Our mission is academics, 
and this should be the one place that 
should not be cut.”
BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Campus Services and Facilities 
will see the second-largest reduction 
at $348,800, with another five full-
time positions removed. Information 
Technology is being cut $136,387.
No other division suffered more 
than $100,000 in cuts.
On June 30, the federal stimulus 
funds that WKU and other colleges 
and universities across the state had 
been receiving through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 will expire.
WKU has been more fortunate than 
other universities that are facing budget 
reductions during tough economic 
times, said Ann Mead, vice president 
for Finance and Administration.
“Some universities must decrease 
costs by so much that I don’t see 
how they’re still open,” Mead said in 
February.
In total, $97.4 billion in stimulus 
money was awarded from the Recovery 
Act to educators across the country, 
according to ed.gov.
WKU received a total of $5.4 
million in stimulus funds through the 
act, Mead said.
Budget reductions of between $1.6 
million and $2 million are common for 
WKU, she said.
There have also been years where 
the university budget has been reduced 
by more than $4 million, she said.
Ransdell said WKU’s highest 
priority is trying to figure out how to 
make the reductions in each division 
while impacting as few of the WKU 
community as possible.
“The global recession has affected 
all aspects of our local, regional, state, 
and national economies,” he said. “But 
as bad as it has impacted us at WKU, 
I must also acknowledge that our total 
impact over this period of time has not 
been as bad as most other states and 
many other public universities.”
TUITION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE FRONT
You can’t maintain the 
same quality of aca-
demics with fewer fac-
ulty members. Cutting 
any faculty lines is a 
cut that will be diffi  cult 
to heal."
—PATTI MINTER
Associate history professor 
and faculty regent 





















Parks & Recreation Seasonal Positions
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department, City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green, or from our website at www.bgky.org. The 




Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green, or from our website at www.bgky.org. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Laborer (Seasonal): AMERICA’S FAVorite
sandwich delivery guys!™
jimmyjohns.com
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SINFULLY SATISFYING FOR 7 YEARS
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our computers malfunction and the coffee runs outslothwhile immersed in our 
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There are about 3,000 trees on WKU’s campus, and each 
of them is identifi ed by species, size and location.
This dedication to tree care and inventory allowed WKU to 
become recognized as a Tree Campus USA for the fi rst time in 
2010. The honor was announced this month.
Tree Campus USA is a program in partnership with the 
Arbor Day Foundation that recognizes college campuses that 
are committed to managing their campus forestry.
WKU Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-Downing 
said the trees on campus are a huge part of the university’s his-
tory and sense of place.
“Our trees not only lend to the remarkable beauty of our 
campus — they provide comfort and shade, reduce heat is-
land effect and help us conserve energy in our buildings, act 
as a carbon sink and provide habitat for wildlife including our 
white squirrels and hawks,” she said.
According to arborday.org, universities must meet fi ve 
standards to become a Tree Campus USA. They must have a 
tree advisory committee, a tree care plan, a tree program with 
dedicated annual expenditures, an Arbor Day observance and 
a service learning project.
Landscape Architect Helen Siewers is one of the members 
of WKU’s tree advisory committee.
Siewers said the purpose of the committee is to implement 
the campus tree care plan, which involves identifying and 
carrying out the actions necessary to maintain a sustainable 
campus tree environment.
President Gary Ransdell, also a member of the tree advi-
sory committee, said becoming a Tree Campus USA is an-
other national recognition that validates just how serious the 
university is about sustainability.
Ransdell said the trees on campus represent the uni-
versity’s values and are important from a visual per-
spective.
“I’m a tree guy. I take that very seriously,” he said. “Our 
trees are one of the things that make us distinctive, and if we 
lose track of that, we’ve lost something as an institution.”
Ryan-Downing said they have nicknamed Ransdell “the 
Lorax” after the Dr. Seuss character who speaks for the trees.
Before any tree can be removed from campus, even if it is 
dead or dying, Ransdell said he must personally sign a form 
of approval. He said he then expects two trees to be planted 
for each one removed.
“I am not going to wake up one day and fi nd that the char-
acter of our campus has changed on my watch,” he said.
Ryan-Downing said the Arbor Day Foundation sets very 
high standards for Tree Campus USA members, so they feel 
very proud to become one.
“It very visibly and tangibly shows we are good stew-
ards of our campus forest and the local community,” she 
said.
By KATHERINE WADE 
news@chherald.com
WKU honored for 
'distinctive' treesLights and sounds 
DANNY GUY/HERALD
SkekTek, a DJ from Nashville, riled up the crowd at the Hands Club Warehouse in Bowling Green on Friday.  Rave 
DMZ, which stands for “Demilitarized Zone,” put on the “Return of the Warehouse” show as a part of their ongo-
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Central City senior Claire Kelly wants to 
be natural. 
She wants to feel her hair running down 
her back, the wind in her leg hair and the full 
effect of her true brows. 
She hasn’t cut the hair on her head in 
three years, her eyebrows have been un-
touched for a year, and she hasn’t shaved 
her legs or armpits since Dec. 10.
“It’s about experiencing my body natu-
rally,” Kelly said. “I like feeling it all. It’s a 
cool thing to experience for a little while.” 
When her roommate was writing a pa-
per for class, she learned the history of why 
women started shaving. As a result of her 
research, her roommate participated in ‘No 
Shave November.’
Kelly thought at fi rst it was something 
she could never do. She’s always been “the 
kind of girl who shaved her legs every day,” 
but one day she was shaving and, legs itch-
ing and bleeding, she had enough.
Kelly, who has been shaving since she 
was 12, experiences discomfort in the reac-
tions she faces and struggles to fi nd the bal-
ance between pursuing her experiment and 
the social repercussions.
“It’s supposed to be liberating,” Kelly 
said. “But you don’t know how weird it is 
until you have to go out in shorts.”
Kelly prefers to wear skirts, but lately 
she has been wearing pants because it’s too 
hot for tights and she is nervous about going 
out in a skirt. 
“It might be silly to put myself in dis-
comfort for other people’s comfort,” Kelly 
said. “But I don’t know what strangers will 
think. They don’t know me or why I’m do-
ing it.”
She said a boy once told her “men don’t 
want to feel that” in reference to her leg hair. 
He also called her dirty. 
Kelly said wearing capri pants is “a big 
step” for her. She wears cardigans over her 
tank tops to class but is anxious about re-
moving them.
Kelly wants to continue the experience 
until she is “comfortable” about going out 
without worry. 
“It’s defi nitely a process, and I’m work-
ing up to it,” Kelly said.
She said there is more to being natural 
than just not shaving. 
When her hair was cut to her shoulders 
after high school she felt “emasculated.” 
Since then, her “most spiritual experience” 
has been growing out the hair on her head. 
“I’ve grown to have this serious attach-
ment to it,” she said. “I spend a lot of time 
taking care of it, manicuring it. It’s as im-
portant to me as a limb. I feel like my hair is 
my crown. It defi nes me as a woman.”
As a result of her experience, Kelly has 
started questioning why women get rid of 
their hair. 
Kristi Branham, an assistant professor 
in women’s studies, said shaving is a “so-
cial convention” that has developed from a 
particular beauty culture. She identifi es long 
head hair and smooth legs as “secondary 
gender markers: ways in which we signal 
our gender or sexuality.”
Leigh Gaskin, a student assistant in the 
women’s studies program, believes the so-
cial convention comes from women com-
peting with one another for the attention of 
men. 
“Women are not going to rebel against 
something they feel may give their ‘com-
petitor’ an advantage,” Gaskin said. 
Kelly agrees women may feel pressure 
from what they conclude is the male prefer-
ence, but she thinks that’s unnecessary.
“I just want to be like a pioneer for 
women,” Kelly said. “I really love being 
a woman, and I want other girls to realize 
they can feel beautiful and womanly and not 
have to do the things they do or spend all 
that money.” 




Central City senior Claire Kelly hasn't cut the hair on her head in three years or shaved her legs or armpits since Dec. 10. “It’s less about grow-
ing out all of my hair and more about just feeling like a natural woman,” Kelly said.
Donahue and Head Coach 
Bruce Marchionda cited starts and 
underwater kicks as major points in 
her yearlong training for nationals.
Another important part of her 
preparation was visualization, Mar-
chionda said.  He and Assistant 
Coach Rita Kalmikova both said 
they had worked with Donahue in 
seeing the race and preparing.
“I mostly worked on mental 
preparation and visualization with 
her,” Kalmikova said.  “When she 
got there, it was like she had done it 
100 times.”
Donahue arrived in Austin on 
Tuesday and returned to Bowl-
ing Green on Sunday. She said she 
practiced some last Tuesday and 
Wednesday and was in competition 
the rest of the time.
Donahue said she was content 
with her performance in the 100 fl y 
despite her goal of winning.
“We’d been working for the past 
year on the 100 fl y, and I didn’t win, 
but I swam well and was close,” she 
said. “I always have high goals, so 
I’m not always completely satis-
fi ed.”
Marchionda said he was happy 
with Donahue’s fi nal competition 
for WKU, calling it a “great way for 
her to end her college career.”
“Her dedication and training here 
in the summer and over the year 
paid off,” he said.
Donahue, who set new school re-
cords every year she competed and 
will be training for the 2012 Olym-
pic trials here in Bowling Green for 
the next year, leaves some big shoes 
for the program to fi ll.
“Athletes like Claire don’t come 
around often,” Kalmikova said. “It 
was fun to watch her grow as an ath-
lete and a competitor.”
Kalmikova stressed that the team 
would continue to compete in Dona-
hue’s absence. The senior’s efforts in 
Austin earned WKU 20 team points, 
placing the school 27th nationally.
“When Claire came in she was 
no different than anyone else,” 
Kalmikova said.  “As much as we’ll 
miss her, we will keep going.”
Donahue will also keep going. 
The 2012 London Olympic trials 
will take place in Omaha, Neb., next 
July, and she has plans to stay in 
Bowling Green and prepare.
“Basically she’ll stay here and 
train for the next year, go to a couple 
national championships and prepare 
for the Olympic trials,” Marchionda 
said.
Donahue also said she would 
stay dedicated in her training.
“I’m going to work at every 
practice to succeed in my ultimate 




 Edelen gave up six hits, 
no earned runs, no walks, 
and struck out three.
Junior second base-
man Ivan Hartle, who 
went 3-for-4 with two 
RBIs Sunday, said “Edo” 
was the reason the Top-
pers won Sunday.
“Starting pitching, 
defense and timely hit-
ting is the recipe for win-
ning,” Hartle said. “We 
were slow with the bats 
today, but Edelen picked 
us up and kept us in it.” 
Finwood said Edelen’s 
Sunday performance so-
lidified his role in the 
weekend rotation, and 
that he’ll “get the ball for 
sure” next weekend.
Edelen said the out-
ings of Perkins and Hage-
man gave him momentum 
going into his sweep-
clinching start.
“The performances 
this weekend are what 
we’ve been working to-
wards all year,” Edelen 
said. “No matter who it 
is, we want to come out 
here, take the ball and get 
outs.”
While the WKU pitch-
ing staff quieted the Blue 
Raider bats, MTSU pitch-
ing couldn’t do the same 
to the Topper lineup.
WKU banged out 31 
total hits and drew 16 
walks against the Blue 
Raiders during the three 
games.
Junior center fielder 
Kes Carter, in his first 
game since missing four 
straight with a calf strain, 
sparked the Toppers Fri-
day night with two RBI 
singles.
Saturday, it was junior 
left fielder Jared Andreo-
li and senior catcher Matt 
Rice carrying the offense 
by combining for three 
home runs.
And Sunday’s heros 
were sophomore first 
baseman Ryan Huck, 
who hit a go-ahead RBI 
double, and Hartle.
“The thing I like about 
us is that it seems every 
day there’s a different guy 
stepping up,” Finwood 
said. “When that hap-
pens, you have a chance 
to win every game.”
The Toppers next take 
the field tonight at home 
against Austin Peay. First 
pitch is set for 6 p.m.
BEGINS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
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as unique as you are
WKU Summer Sessions is a unit of Extended Learning & Outreach.  -  3/11
Western Kentucky University is an equal opportunity institution of higher education and upon request provides reasonable accommodation to individuals with disabilities. www.wku.edu/eoo
“Like”  WKU Summer 
Sessions on Facebook by 
March 31st for a chance to 
win an iPad.
Get More Out of Summer
-  Graduate sooner or lighten your load in spring/fall    
-  Over 1,100 classes to choose from
-  Financial aid is available
-  Take up to 15 credit hours
-  Classes range from 3 to 8 weeks
-  Classes begin in May, June, and July
Register Now!





Antone, 23, has also 
had trouble escaping the 
sport since graduating 
from WKU in May.
To help with her ad-
justment, Antone joined a 
slow-pitch league and con-
tinues to work out regu-
larly.
Antone, who manages 
the Bowling Green Athlet-
ic Club, a local gym, said 
she has struggled since her 
playing days ended.
“It was kind of my 
identity for so long, and 
now I don’t have that any-
more,” Antone said. “It is 
like I’m fi guring out the 
other things I’m good at 
besides softball right now.
 “It’s bittersweet, you 
know?” 
The same is true for 
Patrick Jenkins, who grad-
uated from WKU in May 
2010 after competing four 
years for the track and 
cross country programs.
As a pre-med student, 
Jenkins said studying of-
ten trumped running be-
cause he knew he “wasn’t 
going to be a professional 
athlete.” 
“I had to keep that 
thought in perspective 
whenever it came down to, 
‘Do I run this race or do I 
study for this test?’” Jen-
kins said.
The 22-year-old gradu-
ated from WKU with a 4.0 
GPA and is now enrolled 
in medical school at the 
University of Kentucky.
“I didn’t want to look 
back on my time at West-
ern and regret anything,” 
Jenkins said. “But I didn’t 
want to be so caught up 
in it that I couldn’t move 
on. I wanted to be able to 
adapt.”
But to senior defensive 
specialist Kelly Potts, who 
redshirted in volleyball her 
freshman year and then 
played the next four, the 
sport has defi ned who she 
is as a person.
Potts began playing vol-
leyball at the age of seven 
with her younger sister, 
Ashley. The two both be-
came starters for WKU.
Although Potts, 23, will 
graduate with a marketing 
degree in May, her volley-
ball career ended in De-
cember 2010.
 “I don’t know what life 
is without sports,” Potts 
said. “I’m just now getting 
into that. Some people do 
sororities while they are 
here, some people do other 
organizations. I did volley-
ball.”
Potts said she is just 
now beginning to look 
back at the life she is learn-
ing to leave behind. 
As she refl ects, the 
senior said doesn’t re-
gret focusing so much 
of her time and energy 
on a sport she knew she 
wouldn’t go on to play 
professionally.
“When I came to West-
ern, I was a completely 
different person,” Potts 
said. “I didn’t talk. I didn’t 
socialize. I questioned my-
self all the time. I was not 
a leader at all. 
“Through these fi ve 
years being in the setting 
of collegiate volleyball, it 
has completely reshaped 
me for the better.”
FINAL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
“There are lots of things 
you can’t control — whether 
you’re home or away, your 
opponent, if the cute guy in 
the stands is looking at you,” 
she said. “But you can con-
trol how you respond and re-
act to these things. Control is 
the essence of mental tough-
ness.”
The Lady Toppers, who 
have typically started just 
two upperclassmen each 
game this season, appear to 
have grasped the concept.
Despite its youth, this 
year’s team recorded more 
than twice as many wins as 
last year leading up to its fi rst 
Sun Belt Conference oppo-
nent. 
But how is the team con-
trolling what seems to be a 
natural response?
Shoenfelt said the key is 
to practice the three “P’s” to 
proper focus, which means 
focusing on the “present, 
the positive and the perfor-
mance.”
Shoenfelt said the “pres-
ent” refers to concentrating 
on what can be accomplished 
in the current moment. 
She also said many of 
WKU’s problems provided 
easy fi xes by using her sec-
ond “P”— positive self-talk.
“Psychologists have 
found that the body doesn’t 
respond to ‘dos or don’ts.’ It 
responds to the action,” she 
said. “It’s as simple as stating 
things to yourself in the posi-
tive like, ‘Keep your eye on 
the ball,’ instead of, ‘Don’t 
take your eye off the ball.’”
The techniques sound 
easy, but Shoenfelt said 
many athletes struggle with 
separating the outcome from 
her third “P”— performance.
“Focusing on your score 
rather than each of the points 
as you play uses up focus 
space,” she said. “Giving 
your full attention to the cur-
rent play is the most effec-
tive means of attaining that 
outcome.”
The Lady Toppers credit 
Shoenfelt for some of their 
success.
Junior Amanda Walden 
said this season’s hotter 
start resulted from the men-
tal toughness the team has 
gained.
“The team is obviously 
benefi ting from the classes 
because we know how to 
slow the game down, and 
we’ve done tremendously 
better mentally than we did 
last year,” she said. “Every-
one trusts what she’s saying, 
so they’re trying these things 
on the fi eld. 
“It’s so much better to be 
out there and be mentally 
tough and know you’re not 
going to break down.”
The Lady Toppers may 
need to use Shoenfelt’s tech-
niques after a rough trip to 
South Alabama last week-
end, where they dropped 
three games and were out-
scored 36-4. WKU plays 
a doubleheader tonight at 
home against Belmont.
Perry said Shoenfelt’s 
talks about leadership help 
the team shake off rough out-
ings, and she hopes the rela-
tionship with Shoenfelt will 
continue well into the future.
“We will use her as much 
as she will have us,” she said. 
“She has a great way of say-
ing things, and just having 
a professional come in and 




The wait is over for Head Coach Wil-
lie Taggart, as the WKU football team 
began spring practice on Monday.
Monday was the fi rst of 15 spring 
practices over a period of four weeks, 
leading up to the annual spring game at 5 
p.m. on April 16.
"Seeing the attitude change and guys 
walking around with a little more confi -
dence has been getting me fi red up about 
what we can do," Taggart said.
WKU has been marketing the spring 
game heavily, and Taggart has made it a 
goal to get 15,000 fans to attend the event.
It would be the fi rst time a team in the 
Sun Belt Conference has been able to get 
15,000 to attend a spring game.
"We have enough of them out there 
that believe in these Hilltoppers," Taggart 
said. "Bring a neighbor, bring a homeless 
guy — bring them all."
—Emily Patton
Taggart 'fi red up' for spring
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
Freshman linebacker Matt Smith delivers food in Red Zone on Thursday. Head Coach Willie Taggart said 
he's required the Toppers to do community service this spring to make them more visible and reach fans.
FOOTBALL
They don’t know 
what our guys look 
like. They think, ‘Oh, 
these big football 
players are mean,’ 
and a lot of them are 
just big teddy bears."
—WILLIE TAGGART
Head coach
on reaching out to fans
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WKU softball began this season trying to re-
cover from the loss of seven starters from last 
year’s team.
The Lady Toppers (15-11) needed a way to 
rapidly mature their young team and believe 
they’ve found an answer with Betsy Shoenfelt, 
sports psychologist and WKU professor.
Shoenfelt, who’s taught at WKU since 1983 
and also worked with the volleyball and wom-
en’s basketball programs, presented a series of 
workshops to the softball team over the past 
month to improve the players’ mental toughness.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said speaking with 
Shoenfelt brings the Lady Toppers to a new level.
“It’s pretty common in most of the top pro-
grams in the country,” Perry said. “Most of them 
have a sports psychologist on staff. In the past, 
we’ve purchased books from those teams’ psy-
chologists, and we’ve talked about their points 
as coaches.
“But when you have someone come in that’s a 
professional whose methods have been proven, it 
really helps reiterate those points.”
Shoenfelt said the sessions have revolved 
around harnessing the mind to focus on what a 
player can control.
Claire Donahue’s fi nal season at WKU end-
ed Saturday with a record-setting showing at 
the 2011 NCAA Swimming and Diving Cham-
pionships in Austin, Texas.
Donahue set two school re-
cords in the 100- and 200-yard 
butterfl y events, in which she 
placed second and 14th, re-
spectively.  
Both performances set new 
school records, and her sec-
ond-place fi nish in the 100 fl y, 
in which she recorded a time of 
51.68 seconds, was the highest 
individual national fi nish for a WKU swimmer 
in school history.
“There were so many little things that went 













second in 100 
fl y at NCAAs
SEE DONAHUE, PAGE 7
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Defensive specialist Kelly Potts, a fi fth-year senior, redshirted in volleyball her freshman year and played the next four. Potts will 
graduate with a marketing degree in May, but her volleyball career ended in December. "There are goods and bads about not playing 
volleyball anymore, but I have more free time," Potts said. 
Former WKU student athletes deal with life after sports
After a career beginning with T-ball and 
ending with four years as starting fi rst base-
man at WKU, Shannon Smith had to say 
goodbye. 
The farewell was neither by choice nor 
injury, instead because of a fate that nearly 
360,000 other NCAA athletes have to face 
annually.
When the fi nal pitch was thrown in the 
Sun Belt Conference softball tournament last 
May, Smith had exhausted her eligibility in 
the sport.
“I was so ready to be done with it, but 
when it fi nally was done, I was like, ‘Oh 
gosh, what do I do now?’” Smith said. “It’s 
been such a big part of my life for so long. I 
couldn’t go on without having it in my life.”
Smith, an accounting major who gradu-
ated in December 2010, had a career waiting 
for her with Ernst & Young in Nashville be-
fore she was a junior at WKU.
But the 22-year-old said going from stu-
dent athlete to full-time employee hasn’t 
been easy.
“I know a lot of my teammates are really 
struggling right now,” Smith said. “They are 
having trouble fi nding jobs right now, and 
they are so lost. I really miss it, but I was 
lucky having a job coming out of college. It’s 
a big transition.”
Smith now lives in Goodlettsville, Tenn., 
and commutes through Nashville traffi c to 
work each morning.
Because the softball team plays more than 
60 games in a typical season, Smith said her 
new lifestyle is really not that much different.
“All the adversity I faced in the sport es-
pecially prepared me for accounting and the 
pressure I’m feeling with it right now with 
the busy season of taxes,” she said. “The 
waking up early and then staying late doesn’t 
have the same effect on me as much as it does 
the other new hires.”
Since ending her sports career at WKU, 
Smith has joined a slow-pitch softball team 
in Bowling Green and plans to start a league 
at Ernst & Young.
“I still can’t get away from it,” she said.
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com
SEE FINAL, PAGE 8
WKU players spent the preseason talk-
ing about trying to win the Sun Belt Con-
ference championship.
After sweeping Middle Tennessee this 
weekend at Nick Denes Field, the Toppers 
are on their way to reaching that goal.
WKU now sits atop the Sun Belt stand-
ings.
Head Coach Chris Finwood said the 
Toppers should “feel pretty good about 
themselves” after their fi rst weekend se-
ries.
“Anytime you sweep a series it’s good, 
and when you sweep your rivals to open 
the conference, that’s even better,” Fin-
wood said following Sunday’s 5-4 WKU 
win.
The Toppers were carried over the 
weekend by rock-solid starting pitching.
Sophomore left-hander Tanner Perkins 
threw eight innings and gave up just two 
runs in a 5-2 win Friday night.
Saturday, freshman right-hander Justin 
Hageman took a shutout into the seventh 
inning and earned the victory in a 10-4 
win.
And Sunday, senior Brian Edelen 
notched a win after he pitched six innings, 
giving up a single unearned run.
“Anytime you get all three weekend 
starters through the sixth innings, those 
are quality starts,” Finwood said. “The 
guys all did a good job keeping it down, 
and we played defense behind them.”
Edelen’s start has to be particularly 
pleasing for WKU fans, as Sunday’s 
game marked his fi rst weekend start of 
the year. 
He fi lled a rotation slot that had pre-




SEE BEGINS, PAGE 7
WKU begins Sun Belt play with sweep of MTSU
For coverage of 
WKU baseball and 
softball tonight, check out
Final score
DONAHUE
I really miss it, but I was 
lucky having a job com-
ing out of college. It's a 
big transition."
—SHANNON SMITH
Former WKU baseball player
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Ivan Hartle slides into fi rst base during a pick-off  play during Sunday’s game against 
Middle Tennessee. The Toppers beat MTSU 5-4, sweeping the weekend series. 
